Pastor Micah drew out 7 steps we can take to help smash idols and sin in our lives.
How can you apply some or all of these steps to current idols or sins in your life? How
can you balance your human effort with God's supernatural power to overcome sin in
your life?

. APPLY THE TRUTH

Nehemiah has been a model of following God through hard work and dependent prayer.
Write out a prayer to God confessing a sin in your life, committing to turn from it with
specific action, and then asking God for His help and power to grow in this way.
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7 Idol Smashing Steps:
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1. STUDY THE SCRIPTURE

Read Nehemiah 13. What idols or sins were reaccurring in the life of the Jewish people
in this passage? How were these idols and sins impacting their lives, worship and
relationship with God? How does all this relate to the covenant the people made back in
chapter 10?

How did Nehemiah (and the people) respond to the reoccurrence of these sins and
idols? What does the intensity of Nehemiah's responses teach us? What do Nehemiah's
prayers in the passage reveal about his heart and motives?

2. ASSESS YOUR LIFE

Salvation doesn't instantly make us perfect. Sanctification is a long step by step
growing process where we put sin to death and become more like Jesus. Reflect back
on your own growth since salvation. What are some idols or sins God has delivered you
from? What are some idols or sins that you still tend to struggle with? How does the
Gospel help you continue to make progress in overcoming sin?
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